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we find the second and simpler aim of getting as much
out of Rousseau as possible. But with Tlierese herself
this was always a secondary object to the one that
consisted in establishing her claim over the man who
alone stood between her and a life of misery and scorn,
whose bitterness she knew. When Madame Levassenr's
influence was withdrawn, we find Th&r&se quite ready
to embroil Rousseau even with people who had it in
their power and will to help his material fortunes, but
whom Iherkse dreaded as rivals, or as enemies to herself,
and her influence.

During the first four years of their liaison there was
very little cause for jealous anxiety, and if during this
period Tlierese had borne Rousseau any children, it is
probable that nothing would ever have been heard of
Mdlle. Gouin, or, in this connection, of the Enfants
Trouves. Rousseau's proud theories concerning the
advantages of a general State education for all children,
and especially in the case of a poor author, for the
children who must otherwise be nourished at the cost of
their father's dishonour, would never have stood against
the obstinate and fierce resistance they would almost
certainly have met with from Therese. Never was a
man less capable of tearing infants from their mother's
arms than the emotional and sensitive Jean Jacques, at
once reduced in his proudest moods to helplessness by
the spectacle of a woman's tears. And there is nothing
to show that Therese, while she was incapable of the
higher emotions, was deficient in those instincts that
make even female animals fight and scratch in defence
of their young. Therfese might, and probably would,
have neglected her children as they outgrew physical
dependence on her care; but everything we know of
her goes to show that she would have clung to them in
their infancy with the same jealous physical attachment
she displayed for Rousseau. Her feeling for him, at
any rate during the years whilst their conjugal relations
lasted, may not merit the name of love; but it was not
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